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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-18 have been examined. Application 10/676,382 (SYSTEM AND 
APPARATUS FOR LINKING MULTIPLE REWARDS PROGRAMS TO PROMOTE THE 
PURCHASE OF SPECIFIC PRODUCT MIXES) has a filing date 09/30/2003. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 7 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Said claims recite the limitation "wherein the 
combination reward is the ability to access the combination reward or another reward at 
an earlier date". Said limitation is indefinite because it seems to say that a reward can 
be redeemed prior to the date said reward was offered, which it is impossible. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 8, 9, 10, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Vulkan (US 2003/0212626). 
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Claims 1 and 10, Vulkan teaches: 
A method comprising: 

(a) receiving information about a first pre-existing reward program for a 
first product, wherein the first reward program provides for a first reward (see paragraph 
17); 

(b) receiving information about a second pre-existing reward program for 
a second product, wherein the second reward program provides a second reward (see 
paragraph 17) ; and 

(c) providing for a combination reward program that provides a combination 
reward that is based on at least the purchase of the first product and the second 
product, and wherein the combination reward is greater than each of the first reward 
and the second reward (see paragraph 17). 

Claims 8 and 17, Vulkan teaches: 

providing the combination reward to a customer (see paragraph 17). 
Claims 9 and 18, Vulkan teaches: 

wherein the first reward program is created by a first merchant and wherein the 
second reward program is created by a second merchant (see paragraph 92), and 

wherein the combination reward program is created by a host organization that is 
affiliated with the first merchant and the second merchant (see paragraph 92). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2-7 and 11-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Vulkan (US 2003/0212626). 

Claims 2 and 1 1 , Vulkan does not expressly teach: 

(d) reducing or eliminating the combination reward, if a third product is 
purchased. However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known in the 
promotion art that the goal of a retailer when offering a reward to a customer is to 
provide said customer an incentive to purchase a product. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to a person ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, 
to know that Vulkan would not offer a reward incentive to a customer that wants to 
purchase a third product, as said customer would not need an incentive to buy. 

Claims 3 and 12, Vulkan does not expressly teach: 

receiving information about a third pre-existing reward program for a third 
product, wherein the third reward program provides a third reward, wherein the 
combination reward is greater than the third reward. However, Official Notice is taken 
that it is old and well known in the promotion art that the goal of a retailer when offering 
a reward to a customer is to provide said customer an incentive to purchase a product. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
application was made, to know that Vulkan would offer a customer a greater reward for 
purchasing a combination of products than for purchasing a third product, if said 
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combination reward would give Vulkan a better profit or would eliminate a "surplus" 
product. 

Claims 4 and 13, Vulkan does not expressly teach: 

wherein the combination reward program is provided by a host organization, and 
wherein the host organization also provides a portable consumer device, wherein the 
combination reward is provided to the consumer after the user uses the portable 
consumer device, and wherein (a), (b), and (c) are performed using one or more digital 
computers. However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known in the 
promotion art to use portable consumer devices at point of sale terminal in order to 
redeem promotions. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the application was made, to know that Vulkan would use portable 
consumer devices in his promotion system as it is old and well known to do so. 

Claims 5 and 14, Vulkan does not expressly teach: 

wherein the combination reward program is provided by a host organization, and 
wherein the host organization also provides a portable consumer device, wherein the 
portable consumer device is a smart card. However, Official Notice is taken that it is old 
and well known in the promotion art to use smart cards in point of sale terminals in order 
to redeem promotions. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the application was made, to know that Vulkan would use smart 
cards in point of sale terminal in order to redeem promotions as it is old and well known 
to do so. 

Claims 6 and 15, Vulkan does not expressly teach: 
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wherein the combination reward is an extension of time to receive at least one of 
the first reward and the second reward. However, Official Notice is taken that it is old 
and well known in the promotion art to offer rewards such as coupons that extend the 
time for redeeming said rewards. Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, to know that Vulkan would 
offer coupon rewards that would extend the time for redeeming promotions, as it is old 
and well known to do so. 

Claims 7 and 16, Vulkan does not expressly teach: 

wherein the combination reward is the ability to access the combination reward 
or another reward at an earlier date. However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and 
well known in the promotion art that a retailer's goal when offering a customer's reward 
is to provide said customer an incentive to purchase a product. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to a person ordinary skill in the art at the time the application was made, 
to know that Vulkan would offer a combination reward at an earlier date if said offer 
would increase sales. 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DANIEL LASTRA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6720 and fax 571-273-6720. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ERIC W. STAMBER can be reached on 571-272-6724. The official Fax 
number is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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